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Kennedy Place homes to open by Christmas

Supporters, public figures check progress at housing project
By AMANDA CASANOVA
HOUSTON CHRONICLE
Aug. 2, 2010, 11:59PM

10203 Sheila Johnson cannot wait until Christmas this year. If the Houston
Housing Authority continues construction at Kennedy Place as
planned, she will be bringing her two children back home to one of
the newly built homes.

"That's the only Christmas gift | could get," she said of returning to
Kennedy Place after relocating in November for construction. "It's the
best gift | could get. There's just no place like home."

More than 100 \apartment units will be opened at 505 Bayou St., in
December, nearly doubling the number of available units in the
original public housing complex.

Despite sweltering temperatures Monday, U.S. Secretary for Housing
and Urban Development Shaun Donovan toured the grounds as an
assembly of supporters, including U.S. Reps. Sheila Jackson Lee and
Al Green, followed.

Using stimulus money

The construction of the 108 new units is estimated to cost $11.5
million, with federal stimulus funds from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 covering about 67 percent of the total. The
rest of the cost will be paid for by other government funds.

"This is an important moment for our economy and our nation,"
Donovan said. "l am here at Kennedy Place with $7.8 million in
Recovery Act dollars rebuilding this property to say that it is clear for
communities like Houston that the Recovery Act is making an
enormous difference."

Originally the site of 60 rental apartments, the new Fifth Ward units
will feature central heating and air conditioning, individual garages,
carpeting, washer and dryer connections, and a refrigerator and
dishwasher.
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The original Kennedy Place was built in 1982 for about $3 million.
The complex was razed in December with Johnson manning the
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"l was nervous, but | got it done," she said, smiling.
Eighty-percent of the new units will be used for public housing, said
Tim Seckinger, Houston Housing Authority interim president and
CEO. The other 20 percent will be available for middle-income

applicants.

"For that 80 percent, rent is based on average median income," he said. "For example, if the rent was $600, then

HUD pays about $400 and the resident only pays $200."

Former Kennedy Place residents will be given priority placement following a screening of their files. Applications will

then be available in October at HousingforHouston.com.

"When | exercise, | walk by here," Johnson said. "l check on the progress then | call the other residents and say 'Oh |

see wood. It's on it's way now.'

"We're just excited. It's almost time to go home."
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